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UNIV 401.91 Leading Through Design Practice 
 
Reflective Statement Assignments  
 
Reflective Statements allow the student an opportunity to:  

• Conduct a self-evaluation of their prior learning and their learning throughout the course  
• Create a baseline for personal development throughout the course  
• Reflect on the over-arching purpose of the UNIV 401 course  
• Practice informal writing  

 
Reflective statements will enable students to demonstrate their learning with respect to the following 
course outcomes:  

• Synthesize evidence to address critical design challenges 
• Present abstract ideas using straightforward communication strategies for a range of stakeholder 

groups 
• Assess the real-world, human, ethical implications of proposed innovations on humans, 

communities and environment 
• Evaluate conceptual models for an innovation solution using ideation, prototyping and testing 
• Connect abstract concepts with real world challenges 

 
Each Reflective Statement should include a thorough and well-considered response to the questions 
posed as part of the assignment. These reflective statements will provide a baseline from which to 
examine your progress throughout the rest of the course.  
 
Daily Reflective Statement:  
The reflective statement should be a minimum of 500 words in length, and should include the following 
elements:  

• A brief description of the day’s theme (one paragraph).  
• A brief summary of one aspect of the day’s work that you found challenging or compelling, 

with an indication of how you think the work you completed in this portion of the day will be 
most useful to guide your contributions to the UNIV 401 course (one paragraph).  

• A description of how you see your innovation design practice developing or changing. What 
does leading change by design mean to you after today’s work? Given what you’ve learned 
today, what do you think the most important part of your innovation is? Does the innovation 
that your team is designing create a small experiment with radical intent? 

• What aspect(s) of today’s design process will impact your innovation work the most? What is 
one strategy that you will use in order to make a personal contribution to resolving the global 
challenge after today’s class work? 
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Grading rubric for reflective statements: 
 

Criterion / Outcome  Score: 0  Score: 1  Score: 2  
Critical reflection  Reflection is mostly 

descriptive (focuses on 
the “what”)  

Reflection is 
descriptive and 
analytical (“what” and 
“so what”)  

Reflection is 
descriptive and 
analytical, and 
indicates application 
(“what,” “so what,” 
and “now what”)  

Personal stance  Personal stance 
regarding the global 
challenge is vague or 
not present in the 
writing  

Moderate detail 
regarding personal 
stance on the global 
challenge is evident in 
the writing  

Significant detail 
regarding personal 
stance on the global 
challenge is evident in 
the writing  

Evidence of learning  Reflection and 
viewpoints are not 
supported with 
explanation or 
evidence  

Reflection and 
viewpoints are 
moderately supported 
with explanation or 
evidence  

Reflection and 
viewpoints are well-
supported with 
explanation or 
evidence  

Communication  Writing is unclear or 
incoherent; little 
supporting detail.  

Writing is moderately 
clear; some supporting 
details.  

Writing is clear and 
concise. Ideas are 
communicated in 
detail.  

Structure  Statement meets very 
few of the assignment 
requirements; 
demonstrates little to 
no organization.  

Statement meets 
some of the 
assignment 
requirements; 
moderately well 
organized.  

Statement meets all of 
the assignment 
requirements; well 
organized and 
polished.  

 
 
 


