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UNIV 401.91 Leading Through Design Practice 
 
Podcast Interview Assignment  
 
The CDCI will be producing a podcast about student work in creating social change through design 
practice. Students will be asked to record a short (5 minute) audio reflection on their experience of one 
of the stages of design thinking practice (problem identification, empathy, ideation, prototyping and 
testing) to contribute to this podcast. 
 
The podcast interview assignment allows the student an opportunity to:  

• Conduct a self-evaluation of their prior learning and their learning throughout the course  
• Create a baseline for personal development throughout the course  
• Share their inquiry process with a wider audience 
• Participate in knowledge mobilization practices 

 
Podcast interviews will enable students to demonstrate their learning with respect to the following 
course outcomes:  

• Synthesize evidence to address critical design challenges 
• Present abstract ideas using straightforward communication strategies for a range of 

stakeholder groups 
• Assess the real-world, human, ethical implications of proposed innovations on humans, 

communities and environment 
• Evaluate conceptual models for an innovation solution using ideation, prototyping and testing 
• Connect abstract concepts with real world challenges 
 

Each podcast interview segment should include a thorough and well-considered response to the 
questions posed as part of the assignment. These podcast interviews will be collected into a series of 
audio broadcasts on the topic of leading change through design practice, and disseminated by the CDCI 
to a wide audience through iTunes.  
 
Podcast Interview Assignment:  

• The student will record a five-minute audio reflection during class time on any one of the five 
days of block week.  

• Audio recording equipment will be available before, during and after class for this assignment 
and students are asked to reflect on their selected day’s theme.  

• This assignment is assessed for completion only.  
• A template for this audio reflection will be provided, and technical support will be available for 

students. 
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Students are asked to respond to some, or all, the following questions. Students are also encouraged to 
elaborate on their reflection in a way that provides evidence of their learning, and of their inquiry 
process: 

• What was today’s theme, and how does it relate to your innovation process? 
• What did you add to your innovation today (within the context of today’s theme). What 

changed in your thinking, or what was reinforced? 
• How does this particular stage of design thinking impact your innovation process. 
• How does this particular stage of design thinking impact your understanding of the global 

challenge, and of your innovation goal?  
• What did you find most challenging about this stage of the design thinking process? 

 


